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MEMORANDUM FOR CHAIRMAN, COMIREX g

SUBJECT: Requirements for Satellite Photography of the United States
for US Geological Survey Mapping Activities

1. The attached draft COMIREX paper resulted from review by the
MC&G Working Group on 22 April 1969 and is forwarded for consideration

by COMIREX.

2. It is recommended that this item be scheduled for the COMIREX
meeting on 1 May 1969, if practicable.
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COLONEL, USA
Chairman

COMIREX MC&G Working Group 1 Enclosure
Draft COMIREX Paper

DIA and NRO review(s) completed.

On file DOI release instructions apply.

Page...L.of..L—pages 25X1
D
GROUP. 3  Excluded fx }3’:‘&"“‘%"& OWIgngngEWCIA _RDP79B01709A000400050R544"-~2--copies

gnd Declassi




Approved For Release 2005/04/22 : CIA-RDP79B01709A000400030057-4

Available

Y

Approved For Release 2005/04/22 : CIA-RDP79B01709A000400030057-4

e ;,_ﬁ,,;.‘v;,l-uc;ﬂmm



Approved For Releu 2005/04/22 : CIA-RDP7QBO1709A00ud030057-4

“
w [

DRATT COMIREX PAPER

i
H

- . b , .
SUBJECT: Recuirements for Sd101¢1te Photaos

ILLEGIB

-avhy of the United States

for US Geological \tVVAV Mapping Activities

\eference: Attachment to USIN-D-4€.2
for Holders to JS' 3-D-46
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1. "The US Geologicel Survey {USGS) o
i

28 Merch 1968 and Memoyandum
5 :

thie Department of Interior with the

support of the Bureau of the Budget has developed a capability {nresently

)
§ .
50 man), located at Reston, Virginia, for the utilization of sacellit
§
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Tais secure facility of approximately 23,000
i

photography for mapping.
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square feet became operationd

the next few years call for undating the National
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the United States. The USGS facility has provided

its space for possible use of other government agencies d
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satellite photography.
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9 Reference authorized the JSCS to use KH-4 photography preseatly available

!
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of the conterminous United States, which is interpreted to pertain to atl
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KH-4 photography of the contermirous United States,
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Reference further cited vnspénsi’bilities for sanitizat

physical security and chavoe§ COMIREX with carefully eve
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requirements for satellite photography citing the need for cost data arnad
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~impact information.
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3. The USGS has established & 1:250,000 map revision program calling for

the completion of 35 sheets in FY 69, 7C sheets in

v 70 and 60 sheets

annually in FY 71-73. This program will make use of all existing KH-4

phqﬁography, but since this progrem is predominant!
§
i

made features, the USGS has established aun ebhijectiv

calling for photozrapay
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to Be not more than three years olc. The requirement for satellite

photography coverage consistent with this drogram is a minimum of

400,000 square miles annually. This recuirement can be met in part by

programming NRO operational te%t coveraze over areas where USGS has a
current requirement for mapping. The programming of Operat£0n31 test:
§ _
coverage in this manner in the US was a basic premise supporiing
f

|

establishment of the USGS unit for utilizing satellite photography.
i
Although existing coverage is predominantly 4 to 6 years old, practical

use can be made of this photogrephy for at least part of the area. Based
i i

on these considerations, it is estimated that future NRO operational test
i

, i
photography can be specifically programmed to meet at least one-half

(200,000 square miles) of the %SGS mapping requirements of the
H

. . f . ; C e
conterminous United States. A record will be kept depicting what

additional photography has been acquired specifically to fulfill the
!

. . . 3 - P ‘ . .
USGS requirement. In selecting ereas IOTr map revision, the USGS will give

practical consideration to establishing block areas of several contiguous

not met by operational test

R
ues

i
733

sheets for TKH collection. Spécific re
|
programs will be forwarded to?ECRS.

£
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4. Tne percent of film allocdced for M &G purposes outside the Sino-Soviet

I

area has decreased from 29 percent in the 1965-67 period to approximately

six percent for the past year. To satisfy the remailning USGS annual

(e}

requirement of up to 200,000 square miles cited above, an increase of no

more than one percent would be required.
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- 5. The USGS can make profitable use of small scale geodetic type
| _ 25X1D
photography (Kd-5) to check t%e positional reliability of the 1:250,000

B a]

maps of the United States.

T
E
6. It is recommended that thj USIB approve the following for the conterminous

United States area: -

d. NRO programming of KH-4 test coverage over USCGS mapping requirements.

6. N¥RO collection of additional KH-4 photography up to 200,000

square miles annually for the furpose of meeting the remaining USGS

mapping requirements. |

c.  USGS use of KH-5, satellite photography for mapping.
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